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Mendipathar College is located at Mendipathar in the North Garo Hills District of

Meghalaya. Established on 30 July 1971, the college has been a pioneering institution of
higher education in the district, contributing significantly to the academic, social, and
cultural development of the region over the decades. The college received permanent
affiliation from North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU), Shillong, in 1989, and was
subsequently recognized under Sections 2(f) and 12(B) of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) Act, 1956, in the year 2000.
Founded with a strong commitment to inclusive and equitable education,, Mendipathar
College aims to provide quality higherieducationito youth from socially andieducationally,
disadvantaged sections of society, with particular emphasis on serving the Garo
community. Through its diverse academic programmes and!student-centric initiatives, the
college continues to play a vital role in empowering learners and-.’fosiering ‘regional
development. i

Mendipathar College is well connected by both road and rail, ensuring convenient
accessibility. The college is located approximately 130 km from Guwahati, Assam.
Goalpara District of Assam is the adjacent district to North Garo Hills; Meghalaya: The
campus is about 35 km from Goalpara Town and 21 km from Dudhnoi. Mendipathar
Railway Station is situated at a distance of only 3 km from the college campus, making it
easily accessible for visitors and students.

Concept Note

India came under the control of the British for nearly three centuries. During their
rule they started influencing the Indians by introducing western culture and their belief:
The dominant role played by the British made the Indians to rise against them. Many
leaders rose against them in many parts of India and tried to stop the discrimination made.
by the foreign rulers. From the last half of the nineteenth century the:movement came up
with the forming of national associations. The leaders of different associations/parties
contributed to national movement against the British in their own fields and brought
independence to India in 1947. Many leaders contributed'to' Ereedom' Struggle but their™
contributions were not given importance by many and were not given due space in the
Freedom Fighters of India.

In North East India too when the British started to rule the region, the dominance in all the
fields started. Many leaders under the banner of different organisations/groups/villages
rose against their dominance. Kanaklata Barua, Pona Brajabashi, Bir Tikendrajit Singh,
Haipou Jadonang, Moje Riba, etc. were some of the unsung heroes of North East India.
Meghalaya state also did not lack behind in contributing towards the Ereedom Struggle of
India. The dominance, change of culture and belief system.made'the local'leaders to stand
against the foreigners. U Tirot Sing, Ka Pan Nonglait, U Kiang Nangbah, Sanja Manda
Sangma, Phukan Nengminja Sangma, etc. were some of the heroes of:Meghalaya.

After the Independence, India put forward a plan for its developments and' started
developing within a short period of time.' Many states were created for better
administration and development. There were many leaders who! contributed for the
creation of states and its developments. Some of the examples are Capt. Williamson A.



Sangma, J. J. M. Nichols Roy, etc. were in the forefront for creation of Hill: States in North_i
East India. - e

The above-mentioned heroes'and others tried to protect their own region'and fought“__ %
with the British with their own ideas and contributed to the National Movement against®
the foreign rule. This National Seminar organized by the Department of History and® &
Political Science, Mendipathar College will bring out the role played by different unsung
leaders of India especially of Meghalaya and their contribution towards the Indian
Freedom Struggle and the development of a nation after the independence.

IlhemesfandiSubRihemes;

1. 'Role ofiMeghalaya in India’s Freedom Movement:Contributionsiofilocalileaders, and'
unsung heroes. . 5
2. Tribal Resistance and the Freedom! Struggle: Indigenous' movements lagainst’ colomal —
rule. -
3. Cultural and Political Awakening in Meghalaya during the Nationalist Movement: How
local identity shaped participation in the freedom struggle.
4. Post-Independence Political Development in Meghalaya: Eormation of Meghalaya state
and its journey within the Indian Union.
5. Impact of the Ereedom Movement on Meghalaya’s:Socio-Political Landscape: Shifts'in
governance, education, and cultural identity.
6. Constitutional Safeguards and Indigenous Rights: Special provisions for Meghalaya and
their post-independence evolution.
. Statehood Movement of Meghalaya: A reflection of the broader freedom struggle ideals.
8. Freedom Movement’s Legacy in Meghalaya’s Political Leadership: How the struggle
shaped present-day political aspirations.
9. The Role of Women in Meghalaya’s Freedom and Post-Independence Development:
Political participation and social reforms.
10. Economic Development of Meghalaya Post-Independence: Influence of national
policies on local growth and self-reliance.
11. Language and Cultural Preservation Post-Independence: Efforts to maintain
indigenous identity in a national framework.
12. Autonomous District Councils: Balancing local governance with national unity in
Meghalaya.
13. Impact of National Freedom Struggles on Regional Movements: How India’s
independence influenced state-specific demands and aspirations.
14. Educational Reforms and Political Awareness: Post-independence development of
institutions and their role in shaping Meghalaya’s future.
15. Nationalism and Regionalism: A study of Meghalaya’s political discourse post-
independence.
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GUIDELINE FOR PAPER SUBMISSION:

Submission of the Abstract and full paper (MS Word, Font: Times New Roman,
Size: 12, Line Spacing: 1.5 pt. Full paper submission: 3000 words). The writers
must mention their names, designations and Whatsapp contact numbers in their

abstract and papers. The style of citation should be MLA/APA.



PAPER SUBMISSION E-MAIL:
mendipatharcollegeseminar@gmail.com
IMPORTANT DATES:

» Last date for submission of abstract: 25" February, 2026
* Last date for submission of full paper: 15" March, 2026
» Date of Seminar: 25" March, 2026

SEMINAR ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:

PATRONS: CO-COORDINATORS:

Dr. M. M. Sangma
Principal
Mendipathar college

Dr. Bellvydha " Momm
Asst. Coordinator, IQAC;
‘Mendipathar Colleges
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